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CLAIMS 





1. A TTiethod forprmmng a cpntroilably Wodegradable silica fibrCp comprising 
spinning the fibre f^ftasilica soITwhcrein the staiting point of the spinning process 

? ^ is controUed by th/viscosicy of the silica sol. 

2, The method ho» fdng to claim 1 wherein the viscosity of the silica sol at the 
starting point of theysn tajing process is below 100 000 mPas. 

^3. The method^ording to claim 2 wherein the viscosity of the silica sol at the 
1^ / starting point ^jp^ie spinning process is from about 1 000 to about 50 000 mPas. 

The method according to claim 3 wherein the viscosity of the silica sol at the 
starting point of the spuming process is from about 2 000 to about 15 000 mPas. 

5, A mettled for preparing a controllably biodegradable fibre, comprising 
spinning tjrfe fibre from a spinning sol having a viscosity below 100 000 mPas. 

if. 

The method according to clairoj^wherein the viscosity of the spinning sol is 
from about 1 000 to about 50 000 mPas. 

The method according to clainij&^herein the viscosity of the spinning sol is 
from about 2 000 to about 15 000 mPas. 
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8. A controllably biodegradable silica fibre spun fiom silica sol, the ^ 

25 biodegradation of said fibre beihg controlled by controlling die starting point of the 
spinning process by the viscosity of the silica sol. 

9. The controllably biotleg ac able fibre according to claim 8, wherein the 
viscosity of the siKca solyk^pi^ s arting point of the spinning process is below 

30 lOOOOOmPas. 

10. The controllably I iojtegradable fibre according to claim 9, wherein the 
viscosity of the silica soLat the st^ng point of the spinning process is from about 
1 000 to about 50 000 mPas, 
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11- The controHably biodegradable fibre according to claim 10, wherein the 
viscosity of the silica sol at the|siarting point of the spinning process is from about 
2 000 to about 15 000 mPas, 



I; I 
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12. A controUably biodegraoable silica fibre spun from a silica sol, the 
biodegradation of the fibre being controlled by controlling the viscosity of the 
spinning sol. 



13. The controUably b| 
10 viscosity of the spinning 



dable fibre according to claim 12, wherein the 
ol i| below 100 000 mPas, 




14, The controUably biodegtadable fibre according to claim 13, wherein the 
viscosity of the spinning sol i ; firom about 1 000 to about 50 000 mPas- 

15 15- The controUably biodegtadable fibre according to claim 14, wherein the 
viscosity of the spinning sol is trom about 2 000 to about 15 000 mPas. 



16. A method mi controlling the biodegradation of a silica fibre spun from a silica" 
sol, wherein \\4 mediod comprises controlling the viscosity of |he spinning sol. " 

■ — . ■ ; r " -A- . . 

17. ^ The method accdii^g to claim 16 wherein the viscosity of the spinning sol is 
below 100 000 Pas. 

18. The methoii^cording to claim 17 wherein the viscosity of the spinning sol is 
from about 1 000 to about 50 000 znPas. 



^y^^ The method according to claim ^jB^herein the viscosity of the spinning sol 
fSrom about 2 000 to about 15 000 mPas. 



is 




0 2D. A method fchr controlling the biodegradation of a siUca fibre spun &om a silica 
H sol, wherein the method comprises controlling the viscosity of the siUca sol at the 
J stprting point omhe sjpinning process. 

I I ^ The method according to claixnj?.erwherein the viscosity of the silica sol at the 
35 starting point of tJie spinning process is below 100. 000 mPas. 
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* The method accorditig to clairn^ wherein the viscosity of the silica sol at the 
starting point of the spinning process is from about 1 000 to about 50 000 inPas. 

^ The method according to claim^^2!^herein the viscosity of the silica sol at the 
-5- -starting~point-of-ihe,5pinni^^ 

/Cl\A^ 24. A deliveiy devic^omprising the coBtroIlably biodegradable fibre according to 
^Y^any one of claims S-15, ^^herein the fibre contains a biologically active agenL 




i % .5- 

^ ' The delivery device according to claim^Jf wherein said biologically active 

agent is a medicine, a protein, a homione, a living or dead cell, a bacteria, a virus or a 
part thereof. 



1 The delivery device according to claSto^^wherein said biologically active 

IS agent is a medicine. 

27. A pharmaceutical preparation comprising a delivery device according to any one 
of claims 24-26, 




28. A method for administering a biologically active agent into a human or animal, 
wherein said method comprises implanting, injecting, or mucosally attaching a 
delivery device, wherein said delivery device comprises a controllably biodegradable 
fibre according to any of claims 8-5l5 and wherein the fibre comprises a biologically 
active agent. \ 

JS^ The method according to claimJJS, wherein the biologically active agent is 
administered into a mammal. 
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